Press release, embargo until 4 p.m.

Zurich, 8.11.2016

Foundation stone laid for the Kunsthaus Zürich extension
Guests from the worlds of politics, business and culture attended the laying of the
foundation stone for the Kunsthaus extension at the construction site on Tuesday 8 November. In the presence of the architect David Chipperfield, the commissioning body praised the visionary nature of the project and expressed its satisfaction with
the progress of construction.
Construction of the extension on Heimplatz began on 3 August 2015. The laying of the foundation stone signals a further key landmark in this major project for the City of Zurich, the
Zürcher Kunstgesellschaft and the Stiftung Zürcher Kunsthaus, which together make up the
commissioning body, the Einfache Gesellschaft Kunsthaus-Erweiterung (EGKE). Figures
from the worlds of politics, business, society, the media and culture who have supported the
project since the idea was unveiled in May 2002 were invited by the EGKE to attend the ceremony.
The foundation stone, consisting of a casket set in the ground, contains the proposal that
was put to the popular vote, the budget estimate, the construction permit, visual materials on
the building site as well as a masterpiece catalogue of the Kunsthaus collection and messages of thanks and wishes from the speakers: Walter B. Kielholz (Chair of the EGKE, President of the Zürcher Kunstgesellschaft), Corine Mauch (Mayor of Zurich, Vice-Chair of the
EGKE), Dr. André Odermatt (Member of the City Council, Head of the Structural Engineering
Department), Dr. Martin Zollinger (President of the Stiftung Zürcher Kunsthaus), Sir David
Chipperfield (architect), and Dr. Christoph Becker (Director of the Kunsthaus Zürich). Urs
Fischer, the internationally renowned Zurich artist, supplied a foundation stone for the collection in the enlarged Kunsthaus – a bronze sculpture more than 2 x 2 metres in size.
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Masterpiece of architecture for Zurich
The speeches praised the importance of the Kunsthaus extension from a range of perspectives. In addition to providing more space for temporary exhibitions and the Kunsthaus’s valuable collection, the new building also underscores Zurich’s status as a city of culture and
furthers the development of Heimplatz as a centre of cultural excellence. Together with its art
garden, the extension will also be an attractive place for the public to spend time and relax.
In terms of both urban planning – the new Kunsthaus forms the gateway to the university
district – and architecture, the construction is a key project for Zurich and one for which high
quality is paramount.

Project on course and on budget
The commissioning body expressed its satisfaction with the progress being made: costs are
within budget and the project is on schedule. Barring unexpected events, the extension will
open in 2020.
Funding for the Kunsthaus extension is coming from the Zürcher Kunstgesellschaft (ZKG)
and the City of Zurich, with each contributing CHF 88 million, while the canton is providing
CHF 30 million from the lottery fund. The canton is also granting the Stiftung Zürcher
Kunsthaus (SZK) an interest-free, permanent right to build on the plot. The total funding,
amounting to CHF 206 million, is based on a cost target of CHF 180 million plus reserves.
Keep up to date
The progress of construction can be monitored via a webcam at www.kunsthaus.ch, where
there is also a chronology of the project as well as detailed information about the idea, content and form. Those interested can also sign up for the Kunsthaus’s electronic newsletter,
which contains a section on the extension.

Note to media
For further information, contact
Franziska Martin, Head of Communications, Construction Department, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.,
tel. +41 (0)44 412 29 74
Björn Quellenberg, Head of Press and Public Relations, Kunsthaus Zurich,
tel. +41 (0)44 253 84 11
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Visual materials as well as a list of quotations from the foundation stone ceremony can be
downloaded from the City of Zurich and Kunsthaus Zürich.
The photo of the official stone-laying ceremony will be available from 5 p.m.:
www.kunsthaus.ch/en/information/press/press-images/

