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Kunsthaus Zürich presents ‘Pipilotti Rist’ – a retrospective and new works

From 26 February to 8 May 2016 the Kunsthaus Zürich presents an exhibition
by Pipilotti Rist. The Swiss artist, who is admired worldwide for her video
installations and objects, will be transforming the more than 1,000 square
metres of the large exhibition gallery into one big installation. Early works
will appear alongside new pieces specially created for the Kunsthaus.
Pipilotti Rist (b. 1962) is a pioneering figure in video art who has achieved
international fame with her sensual and audacious video installations that tackle
conventions and taboos in an entertaining, ironic and self-confident way.
EARLY WORKS AND NEW PIECES FROM FOUR DECADES
The exhibition presents key works from the beginning of Rist’s international
career, including the early single-channel videos with which she became known
in the 1980s. The large-scale video installation ‘Worry Will Vanish Horizon’ from
2014 will be receiving its first showing in Zurich, as will a new, large-format
work created specially for the Kunsthaus: ‘Pixelforest’ (2016). As in her other
works, light, colour and the viewer’s own movements play a central role in this
installation. The ‘Pixelforest’ consists of 3,000 LED lights suspended in space on
strands of cable that merge into a magical image forest which visitors can
wander through. Each LED is individually controlled by a video signal, so that the
forest of lights is constantly changing: like ‘a screen exploding in space’, as the
artist herself describes it.
INTERVENTION EXTENDS INTO THE PUBLIC SPACES
Curator Mirjam Varadinis, who has worked closely with Pipilotti Rist to set up
the more than 1,000-m2 exhibition and select a total of 41 works, has some
unconventional perspectives in store. Sometimes lying on the floor, visitors will
themselves become part of the sensual installations. Rist challenges our senses
and draws us into a colourful and highly imaginative world. Playfully and
humorously, she reflects on questions of perception and addresses feminist
issues at the same time. Elaborate technology encounters small and loving
gestures. With installations such as ‘The Innocent Collection’ (1985 – ca. 2032)
and ‘Nothing’ (1999), the Pipilotti Rist exhibition also extends to spaces outside
the exhibition gallery: to the Heimplatz and the café in the entrance hall of the
Kunsthaus. Here, Rist introduces a poetic touch and interrogates the functions
and processes that are taken for granted in the museum context.
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‘TACTILE LIGHTS’ FOR THE GLASS ROOF AND A RELIEF ON THE KUNSTHAUS
FAÇADE
Also visible in the public spaces are the ‘Tactile Lights’ (2016). These were
developed by the artist in close cooperation with the Kunsthaus Zürich specially
for the historic glass roof over the entrance hall of the Kunsthaus building by
Karl Moser (1860-1936) and for one of the reliefs ‘Amazon Battle’ (1910) by Carl
Burckhardt (1878-1923) on the façade. The installation in the roof space, with its
‘moving lights’, is designed to make an impression from outside, and can be
seen from the Heimplatz and the adjoining site at night. It covers an area of
several hundred square metres of glass together with the steel construction
beneath and is visible far and wide during the night at certain times. The
associated video projection is directed at one of the five neoclassical reliefs. The
relief in question, on the north-west façade, depicts an Amazon who is fighting
with a Greek and is set free by the projection. This commission for the
Kunsthaus collection has been produced and acquired with the support of Swiss
Re – Partner for contemporary art.
APP AND PUBLICATION, NEW PERFORMANCE
The exhibition is accompanied by an interactive app with audioguide and a
catalogue in English and German (Snoeck, 168 pages, 117 ill., CHF 49 in the
Kunsthaus shop). The publication is structured as a glossary, illuminating the
key issues in Pipilotti Rist’s work in alphabetical order with short texts from a
wide array of authors. In addition to familiar writers such as Martin Suter and
Elisabeth Bronfen, there are also contributions from a CERN researcher and
children. The artist herself has supplied a number of poems, some of which are
being published for the first time. Twelve detachable plates that can be removed
from the book allow readers to continue the exhibition experience after their
visit.
A unique on-site experience will be a performance by Eugénie Rebetez (b. 1984),
one of Switzerland’s leading young dancers and choreographers. She first came
to public attention in Zimmermann & de Perrot’s ‘Öper Öpis’, and acted, danced
and sang her way into the hearts of a wide audience with the irrepressible
female character of ‘Gina’. The performance at the Kunsthaus is a new
production and is being developed in cooperation with Pipilotti Rist. It takes
place on 14 April at 7 p.m. and 16/17 April at 2 p.m. in the exhibition. Attendance
is included in the price of admission to the exhibition.
Supported by Swiss Re – Partner for contemporary art
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GENERAL INFORMATION
Kunsthaus Zürich, Heimplatz 1, CH-8001 Zurich
Tel. +41 (0)44 253 84 84, www.kunsthaus.ch.
Fri-Sun/Tues 10 a.m. – 6 p.m., Wed, Thurs 10 a.m. – 8 p.m. Public holidays:
Easter 25-28 March, 1/5 May: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Public guided tours in English take place on Saturday 5 March and 9 April at 1
p.m. In German they take place at 6 p.m. on Wednesdays, 3 p.m. on Fridays and
11 a.m. on Sundays. Private guided tours can be arranged on request.
Admission including audioguide/app in English, French or German: CHF 22 /
CHF 17 (concessions and groups). Admission free to visitors up to the age of 16.
Advance sales: SBB RailAway combination ticket, with discount on travel and
admission: at stations and by phoning Rail Service 0900 300 300 (CHF 1.19/min.
by land line), www.sbb.ch/kunsthaus-zuerich.
Zurich Tourism: hotel room reservations and ticket sales, Tourist Service at
Zurich Main Railway Station, tel. +41 44 215 40 00, information@zuerich.com,
www.zuerich.com.

NOTE TO MEDIA
Visual materials are available at www.kunsthaus.ch > Information > Press.
For further information, contact: Kunsthaus Zürich, Kristin Steiner
kristin.steiner@kunsthaus.ch, tel. +41 (0)44 253 84 13
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