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Kunsthaus Zürich presents ‘Marcel Broodthaers – Museum’ 

From 30 June to 1 October 2023, the Kunsthaus Zürich is showing a cabinet 
exhibition devoted to the graphic editions of Marcel Broodthaers. It focuses on 
the artist’s critical questioning of the museum as institution.  

Marcel Broodthaers (1924–1976) worked intensively on the subject of the 
museum. The Belgian artist’s critical perspective on that institution has lost none 
of its relevance today. Four aspects play a central role and will be highlighted in 
the exhibition: the museum itself, artists, the art market, and visitors. 
 
WHAT IS THE ROLE OF A MUSEUM? 
Assembled by guest curator Simone Gehr from works held at the Kunsthaus, the 
cabinet exhibition asks how exactly Broodthaers envisaged the ideal museum. 
What did he criticise about the museums of his time? And how, on the basis of his 
works, can we reflect on the museum landscape of today? His concerns are ones 
that are shared by the public: why are some works ‘worth’ more than others, and 
what role does the museum play in those monetary valuations? Is a work only 
‘genuine’ if it is signed? And where do descriptions of works lead us astray? 
 
GRAPHIC EDITIONS 
At the heart of the exhibition are Broodthaers’s graphic editions: a group of 25 
works from throughout his artistic career, all of which are held in the Collection 
of Prints and Drawings at the Kunsthaus. In the context of Broodthaers, the term 
‘graphic editions’ is used quite broadly, covering not only prints but also film, 
photography and installations. The editions are complemented by a few related 
groups of works on loan, such as open letters and films by the artist. 
 
PUBLICATION INCLUDES PREVIOUSLY UNSEEN INFORMATION 
Thanks to contact with the artist’s family and research into little-known archive 
materials, the small publication accompanying the exhibition in the ‘collection 
volumes’ series contains new and exclusive information which is now being made 
public for the first time. The 96-page publication from Scheidegger & Spiess costs 
CHF 24 and is available in German language from the Kunsthaus shop and 
bookstores.  
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WHO WAS MARCEL BROODTHAERS? 
Born in Brussels, Belgium, Marcel Broodthaers started out as a poet before 
becoming a self-taught visual artist at the age of 40. When he died on his 52nd 
birthday in 1976, he left behind an extraordinarily diverse body of work despite an 
artistic career spanning just 12 years. The museum was probably Broodthaers’s 
main preoccupation, his interest piqued by the events of May 1968 and the 
associated protests in Brussels. He subsequently set up his own fictional 
museum, which was never intended to exist as a real institution, but was designed 
to prompt questions about the contemporary cultural sector. His fictional ‘Musée 
d’Art Moderne’ appeared in a wide range of forms between 1968 and 1972. A 
number of his graphic editions were donated to the Kunsthaus in 1982 and were 
exhibited at the time. The most recent solo exhibition devoted to Broodthaers in 
Switzerland was at MASI in Lugano, which concentrated mainly on his ‘plaques’ 
(large-format plastic signs). 
 
GUIDED TOURS 
Public guided tours in German take place on Saturday 8 July at 11 a.m., Friday 25 
August at 3 p.m., and Thursday 14 September at 6 p.m. The Kunsthaus will be 
happy to arrange private guided tours on request. For further information see 
kunsthaus.ch or contact kunstvermittlung@kunsthaus.ch. 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
Kunsthaus Zürich, Heimplatz, CH–8001 Zurich 
Tel. +41 (0)44 253 84 84, www.kunsthaus.ch 
Fri–Sun/Tue 10 a.m.–6 p.m., Wed/Thu 10 a.m.–8 p.m. For public holiday opening 
see www.kunsthaus.ch.  
Admission to the exhibition including the collection: CHF 23 / CHF 18 (concessions 
and groups). Wednesdays free. 
Admission free to visitors under the age of 17. Information subject to change. 
Tickets can be obtained from the cash desk or in advance at www.kunsthaus.ch.  
Zurich Tourism, tourist information office in Zurich main railway station, tel. +41 
44 215 40 00, info@zuerich.com, www.zuerich.com. 
 
 
CONTACT FOR EDITORS 
This media release and images to download as well as an overview of dates for 
upcoming media briefings can be found at www.kunsthaus.ch/en/medien-
bereich. 
For further information, contact:  
Kunsthaus Zürich, Kristin Steiner, kristin.steiner@kunsthaus.ch, tel. +41 (0)44 
253 84 13 
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